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OSF announces record amount of student awards
By Mike Miller 

and Rebecca Seymour

The Oconomowoc Scholar-
ship Fund is breaking
records again this year —
awarding more college aid
than ever before in its long
history. The non-profit OSF
was created by C.W. Brown,
the founder of the
Oconomowoc Enterprise. 

Since 1947, the fund has
awarded nearly $2.5 million
to help 615 talented high
school seniors achieve their
dreams of a college educa-
tion. Thanks to generous
donations, the OSF is hand-
ing out a new single-year
record of $192,400 in scholar-
ships to 16 exceptional local
students.

Madison Beck
Madison Beck wins the

Future Leader Award fund-
ed by the Thomas Mount
family, receiving $37,400
over four years to attend
UW-Madison. Teachers and
coaches describe Madison as
a natural leader with “tena-
cious determination and
inherent kindness.” Her pas-
sion for chemistry and
genetics, and her drive to
help others has inspired her
to pursue degrees in genetic
counseling. The daughter of
Christopher and Rebecca
Beck of Oconomowoc, Madi-
son excelled academically,
played alto saxophone in the
Wind Symphony, and was a
Scholar Athlete, competing
in JV and Varsity cross-
country, and co-captain of
the JV soccer team. She was
also in DECA, the National,
English, Spanish, and Tri-M
Music Honor Societies, and
a LINK Crew Leader. 

Lauren Boysa
Since the eighth grade,

Lauren Boysa knew she
wanted to be an art teacher
and will attend Boston Uni-
versity to pursue her dream.
Lauren strives to paint
every day “not only to get
better, but for my love of
art.” The daughter of Jen-
nifer and Joseph Boysa of
Oconomowoc will receive
$12,000 over four years as the
winner of the M. Jane Hart-
nett Scholarship. Lauren
has played the violin for
nine years and served as co-
leader of the orchestra club.
She was also in National,
Science, and Tri-M Music
Honor Societies, and LINK
Crew. Competing on the Var-
sity track team for four
years earned her a spot as
senior captain. Her teacher
and coach wrote, “Lauren is
the archetype of what we
want our students to achieve
in school and who we want
them to become as human
beings.”

Leah Fagan
Leah Fagan says she

wants to “spend her life sup-
porting and caring for oth-
ers.” She plans to attend UW-
Madison to first become a
registered nurse and then
get a Ph.D. in research. The
daughter of William and
Lisa Fagan of Oconomowoc
earned an impressive 4.48
grade point average. She
was in the Math, Science,
Music and German Honor
Societies and ran on the var-
sity track and cross-country
teams. Teachers call her
“kind, genuine, empathetic
and mature.” Leah will
receive $12,000 over four
years as the winner of a
scholarship from the
Richard R. and Karen
Bertrand Charitable Fund of
the Oconomowoc Area Foun-
dation.

Fiona Finger
Fiona Finger says she has

a “positive outlook on life
and a passion for business.”

The daughter of Polina and
Thomas Finger of
Oconomowoc wins $12,000
over four years from a
Hilbert Scherffius Scholar-
ship on behalf of the
Oconomowoc Area Founda-
tion. Leah is a competitive
dancer, a member of the
OHS Math Team, helps local
businesses translate docu-
ments into Spanish, holds
down two part-time jobs, and
still managed to post a 4.4
grade point average. Teach-
ers say she has an “unfalter-
ing desire to succeed and
understands the hard work
that goes into it.” Fiona will
attend the University of
Minnesota with the goal of
becoming a project manager.

Elyse Hall
Elyse Hall is described as

a “highly-respected and
compassionate leader who
appreciates challenges and
acts with integrity.” She
played four years on the
OHS basketball team, acted
and designed costumes for
six theater productions, was
a member of the English,
German, and Music Honor
Societies, and spent many
hours volunteering with
special-needs children. The
daughter of Jeff and Nancy
Hall of Oconomowoc, she
will receive an OSF Scholar-
ship worth $12,000 over four
years. Elyse will attend
Appalachian State Universi-
ty in Boone, North Carolina.
Her dream is to pursue a
degree in exercise science,
then go to graduate school to
become an occupational
therapist.

Sarah Hobday
Sarah Hobday jump-start-

ed her career goal in nurs-
ing by taking the CNA class
this spring. The daughter of
William and Carol Hobday of
Oconomowoc, she wins an
OSF scholarship worth
$12,000 over four years, help-
ing support her dream to
study nursing at UW-Madi-
son. Excelling academically
through advanced course-
work, Sarah also learned
how to balance working and
participating in sports and
school activities. Since 2019,
Sarah logged nearly 100 vol-
unteer hours as a member of
the National, Science,
English, Rho Kappa Social
Studies, and Spanish Honor
Societies, FBLA, and Stu-
dents 4 Service. She wrote, “I
learned the importance of

giving back to my communi-
ty ... and enjoyed the happi-
ness it brings others to have
an extra helping hand.”

Jennifer Hogan
Jennifer Hogan wins

$5,000 from the George
Andrew Markham Memori-
al Fund on behalf of the
Oconomowoc Area Founda-
tion, which she will use to
pursue her studies in The-
ater Arts and English at the
University of Iowa. The
daughter of Kathie and
James Hogan of
Oconomowoc has had a pas-
sion for the performing arts
since she was a little girl.
Jennifer was a member of
the OHS Players drama club,
played flute and piccolo in
the Oconomowoc Wind Sym-
phony, performed in vocal
jazz, and choir. Offstage, Jen-
nifer excelled academically,
volunteered in her commu-
nity, played soccer, and was
in the National, English,
Spanish, Tri-M Music
Honor, and International
Thespian Societies.

Breanna Ireland
Breanna Ireland wins an

OSF scholarship worth
$12,000 over four years to
study Wildlife Management
at Northern Michigan Uni-
versity. The daughter of
Todd and Laura Ireland of
Ixonia chose this area of
study through her love of
wildlife and working out-
side. Breanna played the
flute for four years in the
Wind Symphony and
Oconomowoc Legion Band.
She earned the Exemplary
Performance Award at
WSMA state competition,
and most improved award
for instrumental improve-
ment last year. Breanna
learned to balance challeng-
ing coursework, working,
volunteering, and partici-
pating in Students 4 Service,
and National, English, Rho
Kappa Social Studies, and
Tri-M Music Honor Soci-
eties. She also received the
Greenhand Degree for active
involvement in OHS Future
Farmers of America (FFA).

Mackenzie Lemke 
Teachers call Mackenzie

Lemke “a one-in-a-million
student who radiates self-
lessness, honesty and
respect for others.” The
daughter of Jennifer and
Donald Lemke of
Oconomowoc wins a Hilbert

Scherffius Scholarship on
behalf of the Oconomowoc
Area Foundation, receiving
$12,000 over four years. She
was named captain of both
the OHS volleyball and soft-
ball teams and helped
incoming freshmen transi-
tion to high school. When
Mackenzie was young and
her mother was sick with a
rare cancer, she helped with
at-home therapy exercises
and motivation. When her
mom passed away two years
ago, Mackenzie decided to
become a physical therapist.
She will attend UW-La
Crosse to make that dream
come true.

Aiden McGee Hicks
Aiden McGee Hicks wants

to make movies in Holly-
wood. The son of Sean and
Nikki of Oconomowoc, he
was heavily involved with
Audiovisual and Communi-
cations courses at OHS. His
plan is to complete a two-
year program in TV and film
production at Milwaukee
Area Technical College.
Then he wants to earn some
tuition money, graduate
from film school at UW-Mil-
waukee and eventually work
in Los Angeles. He will
receive $3,000 as the winner
of a two-year award from the
Oconomowoc Scholarship
Fund. Teachers describe
Aiden as “a superstar, a win-
ner, and an innovator whose
passion is contagious.”

Madeline Pehler
Madeline Pehler’s life

changed six years ago when
she received her first hand-
held camera. The daughter
of Laura and Kevin Pehler
of Oconomowoc will attend
the University of Minnesota
Twin Cities to study film-
making. Madeline has been
active in Varsity track,
mathletes, DECA, forensics,
and as President of the
French Honor Society. Made-
line also volunteers much of
her time with the
Oconomowoc Rotary Club,
and shares her skills behind
the camera, filming various
school events. Her ambition
and dedication to giving
back to her community has
earned her $12,000 over four
years through the Hilbert
Scherffius Scholarship on
behalf of the Oconomowoc
Area Foundation.

Finley Peterson  
Since she was eight years

old, Finley Peterson has
wanted to be a fashion
designer. Back then, she
says, it was just dressing up
in sparkly clothes and silly
wigs. But she later taught
herself to design and sew
clothing from scratch, and
she recently completed a
full-length dress made from
the pages of books! Finley is
active in drawing, painting,
sculpture, and dance at OHS.
She says the fashion indus-
try is starting to change its
longstanding issues with
labor and the environment,
and she belongs to clubs that
help fight discrimination
and political apathy. The
daughter of Melissa and
Oscar Peterson of
Oconomowoc wins an OSF
scholarship worth $12,000
over four years as she
majors in Fashion Design at
UW-Madison.

Lillian Rott
Lillian Rott has been busy.

In four years on the Student
Council, she coordinated the
annual Raccoon Rally event
that raised money for OHS
extracurricular activities.
She also worked on blood
drives, earned a Global Edu-
cational Achievement Cer-
tificate, acted and sang in
musical theater produc-
tions, and was a key player
for three years of varsity
lacrosse and four years of
varsity basketball. Her bas-
ketball coach says her
enthusiasm was unmatched
by that of any athlete he’s
ever coached. Teachers call
Lillian “trustworthy, dili-
gent and considerate.” The
daughter of William and
Julie Rott of Oconomowoc
wins an M. Jane Hartnett
Scholarship worth $12,000
over four years. She will
major in Communications
at UW-Madison.

Tyler Salaj
Tyler Salaj plans to study

Computer Science at UW-
Madison. He was on the OHS
baseball team for three
years and played football all
four years, earning two
Scholar Athlete Awards
with a 4.3 grade point aver-
age. During his junior year,
he had a near-fatal brain
surgery, but still attended
practices and games and
acted as a coach from the
sidelines. Tyler says he
learned that “hardships
only make you stronger.”
Teachers call him a “natural

leader who always provides
a spark of motivation.” The
son of Todd and Andrea
Salaj of Ixonia, Tyler will
receive $12,000 over four
years as the winner of a
scholarship from the Deb-
bink Family Foundation.

Adam Secord
Adam Secord wins a two-

year, $3,000 award from the
Oconomowoc Scholarship
Fund. He got involved with
the Okauchee Fire Depart-
ment when he was just five
years old and became a cer-
tified firefighter with the
Western Lakes Fire Depart-
ment before the age of 14.
The son of Kelly and Keith
Secord of Oconomowoc, he
started as a dishwasher at a
local bar and restaurant dur-
ing his sophomore year. Now
he runs the entire award-
winning kitchen. His
employer calls him “depend-
able and motivated, always
eager to do more and learn
more.” Adam wants to
become a full-time firefight-
er and EMT/paramedic, but
he also plans to take busi-
ness classes at Waukesha
County Technical College
and hopes to someday start
his own business. Adam’s
mom Kelly (maiden name
Szalanski) also won an OSF
award in 1989. 

Leah Schneck
Leah Schneck knew she

wanted to make an impact on
the world in the sixth grade
when her family took a trip to
Washington D.C. The daugh-
ter of Judith and Mark Sch-
neck of Oconomowoc wins
the OSF four-year $12,000
scholarship to help support
her studies in political sci-
ence at UW-Madison. Leah
has been an active member in
DECA, Math Team/Mu
Alpha Theta, AFS interna-
tional student exchange, and
National and English Honor
Societies. As a member of
Rho Kappa Social Studies
Honor Society, Leah was
nominated by a teacher to be
a delegate at Girls Badger
State. Leah also competed on
the track team and per-
formed on the Dance Team,
earning an All-American
award and Scholar Athlete
designation.

If you would like to help
fund college dreams for
hard-working hometown
students, visit the OSF web-
site at oconomowocscholar-
shipfund.org.

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Seymour

Pictured from left: Fiona Finger, Jennifer Hogan, Elyse Hall, Breanna Ireland, Finley Peterson, Lillian Rott, Tyler Salaj, Aiden McGee Hicks, Adam Secord, Lau-
ren Boysa, Leah Schneck, Leah Fagan, Mackenzie Lemke, Sarah Hobday, and Madeline Pehler. Not pictured: Madison Beck.

Derby Days a go for 2021
But future of event in serious jeopardy
By Alex Nemec

anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

DOUSMAN — The sun is out,
the community is ready and the
frogs are itching to get hopping as
the Dousman American Legion
has announced that they will host
the annual Derby Days this sum-
mer on July 24 and 25. 

Currently, the frog jump will
commence Saturday afternoon
and Saturday night will feature
the Brew City Rockers as the live
music entertainment. The parade
is slated for Sunday morning and
Sunday afternoon will feature
live music by Dan Lepien as the
frog jump comes to a close. 

Dousman American Legion

Treasurer Brian Holland said
despite plenty of people respond-
ing to a community survey about
helping the Legion, not many res-
idents stepped up for leadership
roles and as a result the normally
three-day-event is now only two
days.  

“It’s been harder and harder for
us to spearhead this event,” Hol-
land said. “The result is it is
going to look different and be a
little different, but it’s a promis-
ing starting point.”

As a result of the pandemic, the
Legion was unable to procure a
carnival for the kids, Holland
said. 

Instead, Holland said the
Legion is looking to schedule

community organizations such as
church groups or local groups to
help provide children’s entertain-
ment.

“We have open time slots and
we have a lot of space,” he said.
“We’re open to all comers if they
want to come put on a game for
children.”

Holland said planning the event
this year has been tedious and
that everything they wanted to do
hasn’t panned out, but that that is
OK.

“At least we’re going forward
and still having an event,” he
said. 

Derby Days’ future 
Over the last year, Holland said

other Legion members have been
working towards finding commu-
nity members to help take over
the responsibility of planning the
iconic local event. 

Holland said the Legion has
been planning the event for four
decades, but members who have
planned it are seriously consider-
ing the viability of being able to
continue next year. 

“I have to admit I am one of
them,” Holland said. “I don’t
know if I can do it again next
year, it’s a lot of work.”

The American Legion sent out a
community survey last fall. The
survey indicated that a lot of peo-
ple are willing to volunteer and
help out the organization, but few

residents want to step up and take
on leadership roles and head up
committees, Holland said. 

“What we’d like to see happen is
the formation of a community
group to spearhead it in the
future,” Holland said. “One that
doesn’t just involve the Legion,
but younger people, business
owners or whatever it takes to
formulate something that can be
well established similar to how
the Legion has handled it. We’ve
done it for four decades and we’re
getting tired.”

To schedule a time slot during the
2021 Derby Days or to reach out to
the Legion about taking a leader-
ship role for the event, email dous-
manderbydays@gmail.com.

The annual Dousman Derby
Days event is on for 2021, but
leadership officials have said
the future of the event is in
jeopardy, citing an aging
membership unable to plan it.
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